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FEBRUARY 2026
Church of the Good Shepherd
645 Berryville Avenue
Winchester, VA 22601
Phone: 540-542-1776

Email: Churchofthegoodshepherdinc@gmail.com
Web: https://www.churchofthegoodshepherdinc.com

The Church of the Good Shepherd is a non-denominational Church that preaches and lives by the Word of God.  We believe that this is God’s Church and not ours and that all who may walk in through the doors are welcome to attend.  We believe that Jesus was born of a virgin and died on the cross for our sins, and three days later rose again from the dead.  The Church practices the Holy Ordinance of Holy Communion and Water Baptism through submergence.

	FROM THE HEART OF PASTOR VERNON				FEBRUARY 2026

GOD IS LOVE
	
Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth God.  He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for GOD IS LOVE.  In this was manifested the love of GOD TOWARD US, BECAUSE THAT GOD SENT His only begotten Son into the world that we might live through Him.  Herein is Love, not that we loved GOD, BUT THAT He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, IF GOD SO LOVED US, WE OUGHT TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  No man hath seen God at any time.  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us and His love is perfected in us.  (1 John 4: 7-12)

	God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  (John 3:16)
	
In all 66 Books of the Bible we can read about God’s love, goodness, forgiveness, and His mercy…Jesus was asked by a lawyer which was the greatest commandment in the Law?
	
Jesus said unto him, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and thy entire mind”.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like unto it, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.  (Matthew 22:35-40)
	
As we know, February 14 is Valentine’s Day.  Millions of Americans express gestures – flowers, chocolates, and cards – contributing to an estimated $25 billion dollars annually on Valentine’s Day.  Wow, that’s a lot of love and cost for one day a year.

	But I think of God’s Love that was not expressed in such a way as we celebrate Valentine’s Day.  Instead, He expressed His love for us when His Son Jesus was crucified on a cruel cross as a condemned criminal to die for the sins of the whole world.

	So, I think the greatest way to celebrate God’s Valentine’s Day is to Love Him and keep His Commandments; receive God’s gift to you – His Son Jesus as your personal Saviour; give Him your heart; and to Love one another as He Loves You.

In His Service
	
	Pastor Vernon E. Bray
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February 1	Diane and Jimmy and Bonnie and Steve
		 February 8	 Lisa and Kay
		 February 15	 Joyce and Gloria	
		 February 22	 YOUTH Group
*************************************************************************
THE LORD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER
If you would like to give a donation to our Church to help us continue God’s will, please make your check out to:
Church of the Good Shepherd
And send your check to:
Church of the Good Shepherd
P.O. Box 3128
Winchester, VA 22604

Thank you, and God Bless you

OUR WISH FOR YOU…HAVE A HAPPY AND BLESSED VALENTINE’S DAY
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Heavenly Father, we lift up all those who are facing illness.  We ask that You would bring healing, comfort and peace to their bodies.  Calm their fears and let them experience the healing power of Your love.
Amen

Pastor Vernon, Pastor Jeff, Pastor Becky, Ron and Barbara Martin, Steve and Bonnie Scothorn, Bob Kranich, Brenda Sager, Ann Wince, Pat Patton, Diana Campbell, Jean Kelly, Bonnie (Bunny’s Sister), Sister Howard and Sharon, Darlene Murray, Bob and Carol Souders, Cheryl Layman, Barbara Singhas
**************************************************************************************************
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jimmy Lowe		Feb. 2		Alva Rusmiel		Feb. 12
Robin Crawford		Feb. 4		Keller Miller		Feb. 17
Kyla Adams		Feb. 7		Stan Ausberry		Feb. 19
Keenan Nethers		Feb. 8		Tina Crane			Feb. 19
Terry Salvador		Feb. 8		Scott Mowery		Feb. 20
Robert Souders		Feb. 8		Cheryl Layman		Feb. 21
Angie Centner		Feb. 9		Cheyenne Basore	Feb. 21
Jeff Barbour		Feb. 10		Jeff Kerns			Feb. 23
Brenda Sager		Feb. 10		Nancy Johnson		Feb. 24
Tim Dodd			Feb. 11		Linda Longerbeam	Feb. 25
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WELCOME FEBRUARY
January is officially behind us, and honestly, you should give yourself some credit for that.  The first month of the year always feels like a sprint to get everything organized, launched, and moving.  Now that the dust has settled a bit, I hope you’re finding a little more space to breathe.

I always try to remember that God isn’t just in the big New Year project launches or the packed Christmas services.  He’s right there in the quiet Tuesday morning meetings and the small moments of our lives that no one else notices.

My prayer for you this month is that you feel steady.  Don’t worry about being “extraordinary” right now.  Just keep being faithful.  That’s more than enough. 

(Submitted by Pastor Becky Bray from Nick, partner in ministry)

FRESH-PRESSED FUN


The  below verses reference some of the most well-known Bible verses about love.  How many do you know “by heart?”

          John			Deut.                   		1 Cor.				Prov.		
          3:16			6:5			               13:13	                                             17:17
										




        Eph.			1 John				John				Rom.
        4:2			                  4:7			              15:13		                    	 5:8
 	 	 		





(Answers are on page after FOR YOUR INFORMATION)






UPDATE ON CHURCH SERVICES
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Come and join us for any or all our Services.  You are welcome in the House of the Lord.  The Lord so wonderfully blesses us every Service with His presence.

Sunday – 8:00 AM
We have an 8:00 AM Service where we have anointed singing, preaching and fellowship in His Word.  The 8:00 AM Service has been growing in number and spiritually as well.  To God be the praise and glory.

Sunday – 9:00 AM 
Adult Sunday School Class
The same anointing and presence is in our Adult Sunday School.  We study the Word of God and have open discussion on the Scripture that we study.  Prayer requests are shared and lifted to God.

Sunday – 9:00 AM Fellowship Hall 
Basic Discipleship Course Class
This series introduces you to the basics of living as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Each lesson covers an important aspect of being a disciple.

Sunday – 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service
We gather in the Sanctuary for a glorious time of worship and listening to the anointed preaching of the Word of God.  The presence of the Lord fills the Sanctuary.  Souls are saved and there are many miracles.

Sunday – 10:30 AM
Children’s Christian Education Classes
The children are taught the Bible by anointed spirit-filled teachers who have the love of Jesus for children.  God’s Word instructs us to teach the children in His ways.  Parents are welcome to accompany their children.

Sunday – 6:00 PM
We gather again in the Sanctuary for a time of Worship.  Our evening Services are truly uplifting as we worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  People are often healed and delivered because of the Mighty Word of God.

Monday – 6:00 PM
Monday Night Small Group Bible Study
Led by Pastors Vernon and Becky Bray

Wednesday – 6:00 PM
King David said, “I was glad when they said to me let us go into the House of the Lord.”  God’s presence fills the Church as together we worship and teach God’s Word.  We are taught the authority of the Word of God and how to go out and share with others.

All services are live-streamed if you are unable to attend.  Go to the Church of the Good Shepherd on Facebook.  Transportation is available by calling 540-539-7412 (Brenda Sager).

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR MINISTRY
	Love Your Neighbor Ministry is people meeting each Wednesday from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM at The Church of the Good Shepherd sharing opportunities to reach out to families in our community.  Jesus tells us to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your mind.  And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  We look forward to you meeting with us.

FEBRUARY 1
	 The children will be making snack bag butterflies filled with M&Ms to give to the families, along with a flyer inviting them to the Family and Friends Celebration on February 15th.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH – February 14 – 11:00 A.M.
	Crystal Pruitt and her outreach partner, Robin, have organized the Community Outreach program and invited us to share with neighbors.  Six volunteers are needed to help on the 14th to go to houses.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Crystal or Pastor Becky know.  We will meet at the Church at 10:30 A.M. to prepare to head out at 11:00 A.M.  Crystal and Robin will also be giving the neighbors Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches and a carnation.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS CELEBRATION – February 15 – 10:30 A.M.
	Why do we have Family and Friends Sunday?  Because it is a great way to remind ourselves of what we should already be doing in our day-to-day lives.  This event challenges us and spurs us to do what we must be doing.  Now is a great time to begin making a mental (or physical) list of people you could invite to Church on Family and Friends Sunday.  Once you get your list, pray for those on it and invite them.  They can’t say “yes” to a question that is never asked of them.  Remember, people want meaning in life.  They want peace.  Go and invite them.  Then, keep living a life that reflects that meaning of peace and joy that Christ has provided for you and all those who choose Him as their Lord.  A fellowship meal will follow after the Worship Service.



ANSWERS TO SWEET HEARTS BIBLE VERSES

JOHN 3:16	“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
	eternal life.”

DEUT. 6:5	“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

1 COR. 13:13	“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.”

PROV. 17:17	“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.”

EPH. 4:2	“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.”

1 JOHN 4:7	“Beloved, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.”

JOHN 15:13	“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

ROM. 5:8	“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”


Thank you for playing!
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